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he first Prime
TMinisler of
India, Jawa-

harlal Nehru, once
said, “The youth is
the future of the
nation. Invest in
them and you invest
in the future.” In
line with this senti-
ment, India has
ensured that this
demographic plays
an integral part in
its development

¢ India’s real asset =

As creators, innovators, and future
leaders, youngsters hold the power to
propel India to greater heights

and equity invest-
ments,”™ states
Chandrakant
Salunkhe, founder
and president, SME
Chamber of India

India’s young
population is an
asset. With their
incredible zest,
innovative mindset,
and dynamic aspi-
rations, they hold
the power to influ-
ence the country's
growth trajectory.
“Youngsters are the
real growth drivers
of the country
today. They are
fearless risk takers
who can help to
unlock Tndia’s vast
potential and assist
herinbecoming the
next global super-
power, At present,
theirrole as zealous
entrepreneurs is
expanding in a big
way because of the
availability of
finance from ven-
ture capital firms

and Startups Coun-
cil of India.

YOUTH IN

BUSINESS

The Indian startup
ecosystem has wit-
nessed unprece-
dented growth in
the last few years,
Many individuals
view it as a path to
independence, cre-
ativity, and finan-
cial success. Keep-
ing in mind the
growing interest in
it, incubators and
entrepreneurial
COUrSes are increas-
ingly being offered
at colleges and uni-
versities across
India. Shedding
light on this, Profes-
sor Tulsi Jayaku-
mar, executive
director, Centre for

Family Business
and Entrepreneur-
ship (CFBE),
SPJIMR, states,
“Entrepreneurship
isnowwidelyrecog-
nised and celebrat-
ed, motivating more
voung people to
tuke the plunge. By
fostering inventive
thinking, India can
leverage its demo-
graphic dividend,
drive sustained eco-
nomie growth,
empower local com-
munities, reduce
urban migration,
and position itself
as a global leader in
innovation and
enterprise” He also
mentions that digi-
tal tools and plat-
forms have lowered
barriers for start-
ups, making it easi-
er to launch and
scale businesses.
Furthermore, the
Startup India plat-
form is playing an
important role in

encouraging entrepre-
neurship and attaining
the ‘Viksit Bharat goals.
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DRIVERS OF CHANGE
The future that our chil-
dren will inherit will be
mired with complex
problems that may not
be solvable with tradi-
tional thinking. Hence,
it's crucial to rope them
in to find solutions.
“There are enormous
environmental coneerns
in our country. The
young generation will

need to focus on the real
world to learn about the
country’s true problems.
It'sanlywhen their curi-
osity peaks that they will
ask more questions and
come up with solutions,
The education system
also needs to evolve and
provide students with
practical experience,”
informs Vivek Chatto-

padhyaya, principal pro-

gramme manager, clean
air programme, Centre
for Science and Environ-
ment (CSE).

India’s youngsters
have immense potential
and must be equipped
with the right tools if
they are to play arole in
the country’s progress,
By promoting their par-
ticipation, India will
‘benefit tremendounsly,



