Ethics In Research
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What is Ethics?
Ethics has been referred to as a branch of philosophy
pertaining to how choices are made between what is
right and what is wrong
Research Ethics relates to behaviour, processes and
protection of human subjects and publication of results
(Fouka & Mantzoro, 2011)
Source: Caruth, G. (2015). Towards a Conceptual Model of Ethics in Research. Journal of Management Research
Vol. 15, No. 1, Jan–March 2015, pp. 23–33
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Contemporary Issues in Research
•
•
•
•
•
•

Participants’ privacy and confidentiality
Authorship
Power and distribution of research data
Gains on results and incidental findings
Significance of group interests and harm
Extent of informed consent

Source: Caruth, G. (2015). Towards a Conceptual Model of Ethics in Research. Journal of Management Research
Vol. 15, No. 1, Jan–March 2015, pp. 23–33
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Sources of Ethical Issues
Research problem itself: IQ, Alcoholism, Abuse
Setting in which research takes place: Prison and hospitals

Research methods employed: experiments, confederates
Type of data collected: personal, financial
How the research was conducted: process of research
How the results are communicated
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Why care about ethics in research?
Researchers are responsible in shaping the character of research
Production of knowledge should be credible. It should elicit belief

Are we capturing truth?
Example: Similarity of gender causes girl child to relate
better to mothers than boys
--- Large enough sample size?
Internal validity?
--- showing that it is the gender and not any other variable that is
causing these results
Source: O’Leary, Z. (2017). The essential guide to doing your research project.
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Historical Context
1939: Monster Study
1943: Dysentery bacteria
1963: Injected cancer cells in mentally retarded children
1950 to 1970: Willowbrook School - Hepatitis

World War II War Crimes
1960s: Milgram Studies at Yale
1932-1972: Tuskegee Syphilis Study
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Milgram's Experiment - Obedience to Authority
• The Milgram Experiment was a social psychology
experiment conducted by Yale University
psychologist Stanley Milgram.
• It measured the willingness of participants to obey an
authority figure who instructed them to perform acts
that possibly conflicted with their personal conscience

Stanley Milgram
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Experiment Participants
• Three individuals took part in each session of the
experiment:
• The "experimenter", who was in charge of the
session.
• The "teacher", a volunteer for a single session. The
"teacher" was led to believe that they were merely
assisting, whereas they were actually the subject of
the experiment.
• The "learner", an actor and a confederate of the
experimenter, who pretended to be a volunteer.
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Interpretations
• The subjects believed that for each wrong answer, the learner
was receiving actual shocks. In reality, there were no shocks.
• After the confederate was separated from the subject, the
confederate set up a tape recorder integrated with the electroshock generator, which played pre-recorded sounds for each
shock level.
• By modern standards, Milgram’s study was unethical.
Nonetheless, it still remains a landmark experiment in
psychology.
• From this experiment, Milgram developed two critical theories:
Theory of Conformism & Agentic State Theory
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Milgram's Experiment - Obedience to Authority
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=24&v=yr5cjyokVUs
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Tearoom Trade- Laud Humphreys
• Tearoom Trade was the name of a book published
by a sociologist named Laud Humphreys in 1970
who posed as a "watchqueen" in public restrooms
to observe homosexual behavior
• After every liaison where an old man would seduce
some "chicken hawk" with money for an oral sex
experience, Humphreys would jot down the license
plate number of each old man's vehicle. Then, he
had a friend in the police department trace the
addresses. He would then visit the old men at
home and pressure them into giving him an
interview.
• The case stands as a classic example of invasion
of privacy.
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56Z6b7aO7TU&list=
PLEqf8pU7tcmaP-L1S22yS16VAtTDb-LVV&index=3
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Landmark Ethics Codes
1947: Nuremberg Code of Ethical Standards
1953: Creation of National Institute of Health

1964: Declaration of Helsinki
1970s: Belmont Report
Fundamental Beneficence: Ensuring no harm
Justice: Who bears the cost and who benefits?
Principles
Respect: Informed Consent
Of Code of
Ethics
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Ethical Principles
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Minimising Harm.
Respecting Autonomy.
Protecting Privacy.
Offering Reciprocity.
Treating People Equitably.

Burgess, R. G. (Ed.). (1989). The ethics of educational research (Vol. 8). Psychology Press.
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Elements of Minimal Disclosure (AAPOR
Code)
• Who sponsored the research/survey and who conducted it
• Exact wording of questions asked including preceding
instruction
• A definition of the population under study & description of
sampling frame
• Description of sample selection procedure
• Size of the sample, completion rate etc
• Details about findings & how they will be used
• Method, location, dates
Source: http://www.AAPOR.org
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Source: https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/ethics-infographic.pngCourage . Heart

Source: https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/ethics-infographic.pngCourage . Heart

Three ways to encourage participation ethically (Senese
1997):
• Anonymity: After identifying your sampling frame, remove
names or any other unique identifiers.
• Confidentiality: It requires that you guarantee that no one will
be individually identifiable in any way by you, that all your
tables, reports, and publications will only discuss findings in the
aggregate.

• Informed Consent: Be honest and fair with your subjects. Tell
them everything they want to know about your research. Be
aware of any hidden power differentials that might be
pressuring them to participate.
Senese, J. (1997). Applied Research Methods in Criminal Justice. Chicago: Nelson Hall
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Plagiarism in research
• Plagiarism is presenting and using another’s published
or unpublished work, including theories, concepts, data,
source material, methodologies or findings, including
graphs and images, as one’s own, without appropriate
referencing and without permission when permission is
required.

Source: https://staff.unimelb.edu.au/research/ethics-integrity/research-integrity/research-integrity-in-practice/plagiarism
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Forms of plagiarism
• Literal copying: Reproducing word for word, in whole or in part, without
permission and acknowledgement of the original source
• Substantial copying: Capturing the essence of another’s work, in whole
or in part, without permission and acknowledgement of the original source.
This can include copying of research materials, processes, tables or
equipment
• Paraphrasing: Reproducing the essential meaning, form and/or
progression of someone else’s ideas without permission and without
proper acknowledgement of the source
• Irresponsible-recycling/duplicate submission: Reproducing portions of
one’s own work in a paper and submitting it for publication as an entirely
new paper, without cross-referencing or acknowledging earlier
publication(s)
• Un-published plagiarism: Unattributed use of privileged information or
Source: https://staff.unimelb.edu.au/research/ethics-integrity/research-integrity/research-integrity-in-practice/plagiarism
materials obtained through confidential peer review of research proposals
and manuscripts
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Plagiarism: How to Avoid It
To avoid plagiarizing, you must give credit whenever you use:
• Another person’s idea, opinion, or theory
• Any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings—any pieces of
information—that are not common knowledge
• Quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words
• Paraphrase of another person’s spoken or written words
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Sengupta S, Honavar SG. Publication ethics. Indian J Ophthalmol 2017;65:429-32
Available from: http://www.ijo.in/text.asp?2017/65/6/429/208884
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